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Dear Dr Fantoni

O U T C O M E  O F  E V AL U AT IO N  AN D  R AT IN G  P R O C E S S

I have  p leasu re  in  in fo rm ing  you  tha t a fte r a  r igo rous  eva lua tion  by pee rs  you r app lica tion  fo r eva lua tion  and  ra ting  has  
been  fina lised . T he  eva lua tion  w as  based  on  the  qua lity and  the  im pac t o f you r resea rch  ou tpu ts , and  based  on  the ir 
com m en ts  you  have  been  p laced  in  the C  ca tego ry a t leve l C 3 .

T he  C  ca tego ry is  de fined  as  fo llow s :

E s tab lished  resea rche rs  w ith  a  sus ta ined  recen t reco rd  o f p roduc tiv ity in  the  f ie ld  w ho  a re  recogn ised  by the ir pee rs  as  
hav ing :

•   p roduced  a  body o f qua lity w o rk , the  co re  o f w h ich  has  cohe rence  and  a ttes ts  to  ongo ing  engagem en t w ith  the  f ie ld  and
•   dem ons tra ted  the  ab ility to  concep tua lise  p rob lem s  and  app ly resea rch  m e thods  to  inves tiga ting  them .

Y ou r ra ting  w ill be  va lid  fo r adm in is tra tive  pu rposes  from  01  Jan u ary  2012  to  31  D ecem b er 2017 .

S hou ld  you  have  ind ica ted  tha t you  w ished  to  rece ive  feedback  it is  inc luded  as  an  a ttachm en t to  th is  le tte r (see  page  2 ). 
T he  feedback  from  the  p ro cess  exp la ins  how  the  d ec is io n  on  the  fin a l ra tin g  w as  ob ta ined , w h ile  the  co m m en d atio n s  
and  reco m m en d atio n s  a re  sum m arised  from  the  rev iew e r’s  repo rts . T he  com m enda tions  m ay be  o f in te res t to  you  and  
the  recom m enda tions  a re  p rov ided  fo r you r in fo rm a tion .  P lease  tak e  no te  tha t these  a re  the  op in ions  o f you r pee rs  and  do  
no t re flec t a  N R F  v iew .

P lease  no te , how eve r, tha t w h ile  the  N R F  w ill engage  in  d iscuss ion  abou t a ll aspec ts  o f the  eva lua tion  p ro cess , it canno t 
en te r in to  any d iscuss ion  on  the  co n ten ts  (com m enda tions  and  recom m enda tions ) o f any feedback  supp lied .

Y ou  a re  in fo rm ed  tha t in  the  even t o f an  ap p ea l be ing  lodged  by you r ins titu tion  on  you r beha lf aga ins t the  ou tcom e  o f the  
eva lua tion  resu lt, such  an  appea l shou ld  reach  the  N R F ’s  M on ito ring  &  E va lua tion  un it w ith in  th ree  m on ths  o f the  da te  o f 
th is  le tte r.

K ind ly no te  tha t you  w ill be  requ ired  to  subm it docum en ts  fo r re-eva lua tion  and  ra ting  in 2017 . Y ou  w ill be  rem in d ed  in  th is  
rega rd  du ring  2016  w hen  a  fo rm a l inv ita tion  w ill be  ex tended  to  you .  If you  do  no t subm it these  docum en ts  you r ra ting  w ill 
lap se  on  31  D ecem b er 2017 .

S hou ld  you  requ ire  add itiona l in fo rm a tion  on  the  eva lua tion  and  ra ting  p rocess  k ind ly access  the  M on ito ring  &  E va lua tion  
w ebs ite  a t w w w .n rf.ac .za /p ro jec ts .php?p id= 33. Y ou  a re  a lso  m os t w e lcom e  to  con tac t m e  d irec tly v ia  e-m a il a t 
jo yce .o liv ie r@ nrf.ac .za  o r by te lephone  on  (012 ) 481-4106 .

Y ou rs  s ince re ly

Fax
E-mail

: (012) 481 4010
: joyce.olivier@nrf.ac.za

Jo yce  O liv ie r
M AN AG E R : M O N IT O R IN G  &  E V AL U AT IO N

cc . A  copy o f th is  le tte r has  been  sen t to  the  re levan t des igna ted  au tho rity a t you r ins titu tion .
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F E E D B AC K : D R R F F AN T O N I

F eed b ack  fro m  th e  p ro cess : Ju s tifica tio n  fo r p lacem en t in  th e  ca teg o ry /su b-ca teg o ry

C 3  : M os t o f the  rev iew e rs  concu r tha t you  a re  an  es tab lished  resea rche r.

C o m m en d atio n s  fro m  rep o rts  b y  rev iew ers  (w ha t rev iew e rs  pe rce ive  as  hav ing  been  done  w e ll):

Y ou  have  acqu ired  som e  va luab le  techn iques  and  ana lytica l sk ills  tha t shou ld  se rve  you  w e ll in  fu tu re  w o rk .  Y ou r pa rticu la r 
s treng th  cou ld  be  rega rded  as  the  com b ina tion  o f r igo rous  resu lts  in  one-d im ens iona l m ode ls , ana lytic  ca lcu la tions  in  
app rox im a te  m ode ls  w ith  num erica l com pu ta tions .  R igo rous  resu lts  a llow s  one  to  ga in  ins igh t in  the  s truc tu re  o f the  so lu tion  to  
a  p rob lem , w h ile  num erica l com pu ta tions  a re  ve ry o ften  requ ired  fo r the  fu ll so lu tion  - bo th  d irec tions  in  w h ich  you  have  p roven  
ab ilitie s  and  w h ich  is  im po rtan t.

R eco m m en d atio n s  fro m  rep o rts  b y  rev iew ers  ( issues /a reas  o f conce rn  ra ised  by rev iew e rs  tha t cou ld  be  
deve loped /expanded  upon ): 

Y ou  shou ld  now  m ak e  a  se rious  a ttem p t to  deve lop  you r ow n  resea rch , w h ich  a re  som ew ha t re la ted  to  b iophys ica l sys tem s  o r 
f lu id  m a te ria ls  w ith  nanos truc tu ra l re levance .  C ons ide r app lying  you r techn iques  to  new  b road ly re levan t p rob lem s , espec ia lly 
som e  o f w h ich  tha t w ou ld  im pac t the  w o rk  o f o the r sc ien tis ts , and  u ltim a te ly be  app licab le  to  e .g . the  food  indus try and  im pac t 
soc ie ty, a ll o f w h ich  you  have  show n  po ten tia l fo r.  T h is  cou ld  be  ach ieved  th rough  co llabo ra tion  w ith  expe rim en ta lis ts , e .g . in  
the  a rea  o f so ft m a tte r.  C on tinue  bu ild ing  you r ow n  s ign if ican t body o f w o rk  by cons is ten tly p roduc ing  s ing le  and  firs t au tho red  
a rtic les  in  h igh ly rega rded  in te rna tiona l pub lica tions , e .g . IS I-acc red ited  jou rna ls  w ith  h igh  im pac t fac to rs , w he re  you r w o rk  
cou ld  be  v is ib le  and  c ited .  T h is  is  necessa ry to  es tab lish  you r ow n  independen t resea rch  p ro file .


